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Special points of interest 

 We are grateful for the oppor-
tunities we have to help fulfill 
our calling of training disciples 
who want to serve in the 
church of Jesus Christ.  

 I don’t believe you can sepa-
rate faithfulness to God from 
obedience to God.  

Helping to Make Disciples 
Scott Swartzendruber 

 

In our Confession of Faith, the church is called to help train people 

to take on future leadership roles within the church.  “The church 

calls, trains, and appoints gifted men and women to a variety of 

leadership ministries on its behalf.  These may include such offices 

as pastor, deacon, and elder as well as evangelists, missionaries, 

teachers, conference ministers, and overseers.  The character and 

reputation of leaders are to be above reproach.  Following the ex-

ample of Christ, persons so appointed preach and teach with author-

ity, interpret the Scriptures and the faith diligently, speak divine 

truth with boldness, equip the saints, relate with compassion to the 

needy, and lead the congregation in faithful living, so that the 

church may be built together spiritually into a dwelling place for 

God.”  

 

Over the last few years, one of the ways our congregation has 

helped to “train” people for various ministries within the church is 

through internships.  These internships have been done in conjunc-

tion with Christian colleges and seminaries.  Some of the people 

who have been a part of these training experiences were Daniel 

Martin, Megan Miller, Nate Yoder, and now more recently, Curt 

Wyse.  Curt will be involved in an internship with our church for 

the next three months, and his internship will include training op-

portunities in preaching, teaching, visitation, worship leading, and 

community outreach.  His supervision will include one of his semi-

nary professors from Regent University Seminary and us as minis-

ters at Kalona Mennonite Church.   

 

As a church, we are grateful for the opportunities we have to help 

fulfill our calling of training disciples who want to serve in the 

church of Jesus Christ.  May we offer our prayers and encourage-

ment to Curt as he trains and ministers among us over the next three 

months.   
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In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse 

Last night I prayed to God that I wouldn’t write this 

article unless He gave me His Words to write.  I 

decided when I agreed to write for the Mustard 

Seed that I wouldn’t write until I felt God give me a 

subject to write.  However this is the first time I 

had no clue of a direction to go this close to my 

deadline.  So I felt like I needed to remind God 

(silly me) that I was depending on Him to provide 

me with words to write and that the article was due 

the next day.  As I fell asleep I wondered if I would 

have to tell Shirley that I didn’t have an article for 

her. 

 

“I am faithful.” This was the first thing that crossed 

my mind as my alarm went off.  Now anyone that 

knows me knows that I do not wake up quickly . . . 

especially at 6 a.m. (That’s 4 hours before morning 

in “Dawn” time.)  The fact that God is faithful went 

through my head at least three times in a couple 

minutes before I put it together that God wanted me 

to write about His faithfulness.  So that is what I 

will write and trust God will provide direction. 

A couple days after Larissa went back to Souled 

Out’s intern house I started receiving pictures that 

said, “plant or weed?”  She was trying to clean up 

the yard around the house.  I noticed in one of the 

pictures she was wearing flip flops and shorts.  I 

told Curt that was a good way to get poison ivy.  

Sure enough, in a couple days she had a rash that 

spread quickly and everywhere.  It was so bad that 

she went to a clinic and they put her on steroids.  

Larissa asked if there was anything else that would 

help (steroids and allergy meds have always meant 

severe mood swings and an inability to sleep for 2 

weeks or longer), but the doctor said her reaction to 

the poison ivy was too severe and she needed the 

steroid.  About a week into the steroids Larissa told 

me that God was helping her keep the mood swings 

in check but she was unable to sleep.  I had been 

praying for her but decided to let the Women’s 

Prayer Group know about her lack of sleep.  The 

next morning Larissa called excited because she 

had slept the entire night and was feeling good.  

God is faithful. 

 

 

Curt and I travelled recently to Omaha for business.  

We always pray for safety and God’s guidance be-

fore we leave on the trip. There was a time or two 

on the interstate that could have been accidents 

very easily.  God blessed us and we were safe.  God 

is faithful. 

 

I have been struggling with some low back issues. 

It is getting much better, but sitting for long periods 

of time is one of the things that can stir up trouble.  

There were many meetings that I needed to attend 

and to have the ability to concentrate on and take in 

important information during our business trip.  I 

was concerned what this would do to my back, but 

God was faithful and took care of me. 

This week I 

have been 

reading the 

book of 

Revelation.  

One thing 

that came 

through to 

me is that 

God is 

100% 

faithful.  

He does not waver.  What God says He does.  Peri-

od.  It is also clear that God takes care of and is 

faithful to those who are faithful and obedient to 

Him.  I don’t believe you can separate faithfulness 

to God from obedience to God. John 14:23-24 

“Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will 

keep my word, and my Father will love him, 

and we will come to him and make our home with 

him. Whoever does not love me does not keep my 

words. And the word that you hear is not mine but 

the Father's who sent me. “ 

One of the reasons we need to be obedient along 

with our faithfulness is that God is 100% perfect 

and we are not.  I Peter 1:22 tells us that our obedi-

ence to the truth purifies our souls so we can have 
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(In Pursuit, Cont. from page 2) 

 
We need faithful obedience to God to purify our 

souls.  This will not happen if we are not faithful and 

obedient to God.  Recently I read a book that chal-

lenged me.  Good or God? by John Bevere.  It talked 

about how we need to see God as Lord.  He states, 

“The word savior is found 36 times in the Bible.  

The word lord occurs over 7800 times.  Where do 

you think God places the emphasis?  Lord declares 

the position He holds in our life, whereas Savior 

describes the work He’s done for us.  We cannot 

partake of the benefit of His work unless we come 

under His position as Lord and King.” 

 

This has weighed on me.  I know God is faithful.  

He has never failed me.  So why don’t I trust Him 

enough to always be obedient to His commands?  

My way over His way has never turned out well for 

me in the end. His ways aren’t always easy but the 

outcomes are awesome.  Growth is needed in this 

area of my life.  God, please, help me to remember 

You are 100% faithful.   

 

As I sit at my computer I realize that once again God 

has faithfully given me words to type.  He has also 

faithfully reminded me that He is my Lord and I am 

one of His people.  Being in obedience and faithful-

ness to Him is a great place to be.  I am going to 

work on remembering that God is my Lord and I 

need to live in faithful obedience to Him  . . . al-

ways.  I’m not there yet but I have my eyes on the 

goal.  Thankfully, God will be faithfully waiting for 

me each time I fail and willing to forgive me and 

help me back to where I belong.  All praise and glo-

ry be to Our Faithful God!!  I beg you to look back 

on your past week seeking to see God’s faithfulness 

in your life.  You will be amazed.   

As always in pursuit……. 
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Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life. 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 
 
 

Anniversary Congratulations ~ 
 October 2    ~   Leo & Nedra Schrock   51 years 
 October 15  ~   Quentin & Dolores Miller   63 years 
 October 17  ~   Gene & Edna Miller     62 years 
 

Birthday Congratulations~ 
 October 10  ~   Ed D Miller 
 October 11  ~   Lynn Brenneman 
 October 16  ~   Fern Bachmann 



WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Ed V & Carol Miller 

September is coming to a close, so maybe the grass 
will soon stop growing and we can take a break from 
mowing.  It’s been a busy month and here is just 
some of “what’s happening.” 
 
Six Schrock siblings and their spouses went on a 
cruise to Alaska.  Included in the six were John & 
Diane Schrock and Ez & Dawn Schrock.  They flew 
to Seattle and from there took the (all you can eat/
anytime) boat to Alaska.  They had stops in 
Ketchikan, Juneau and Skagway; they also were in 
Glacier Bay National Park.  They panned for gold 
along the Klondike Trail, the men fished for salmon 
and they had a salmon bake.  Several Schrocks even 
took a helicopter ride and landed on a glacier.  
Sounds like they had a great time.  Wow, what a fam-
ily reunion. 
 
Ted Redding, Cal Hochstedler, Frank Yoder, Calvin 
Yoder, London Schrock and London’s grandpa 
Duane Schlabach all traveled together out to Lusk, 
Wyoming for an MDS project.  They did finish car-
pentry and plumbing to about a half dozen new hous-
es.  They worked Monday through Friday, but they 
finished early on Friday afternoon and they all decid-
ed to come home early.  Why wait until Saturday 
morning when you have six drivers.  So they hopped 
in their van at 1:30 p.m. and made it home by 4:00 
a.m. on Saturday morning.  Makes one think of the 
lyrics from a Country & Western Song, “Six days on 
the road and I’m gonna make it home tonite”! 
 
Elmer & Marlene Yoder are great grandparents for 
the very first time.  Their great grandson’s name is 
Ezra Life and is the son of Ellie and Jacob.  Congratu-
lations to all! 
 
It certainly was nice to have Adam and Grael Weaver 
at KMC several weeks ago.  They have been in mis-
sion work in Northern Ireland for one year and will be 
returning for a second year.  It was good to see them 
and visit with them.  Thank you for sharing at church 
Adam and Grael! 
 
IMS hosted the Joetown Classic 5K, which included a 
5K Run and a Fun Run (1 mile).  Some of those who 
did the 5K were Lloyd Bender, Amber Miller, Noah, 
Nate & Stacy Miller, and Josh Lundberg.  The Fun 
Run was completed by Luke & Liam Schrock and 
Rowan Miller.  It was also the same day that IMS had 
the “Drive for your School” event and Deery Bros. 
brought a half dozen Ford vehicles to drive and earn 
dollars for the school.  The “Red Mustang” was prob-

ably the favorite vehicle to drive as it brought with it 
the most smiles.  Everence provided lunch so it all 
turned out to be a very fun event for IMS. 
 
Amber Miller took her 2nd and 3rd grade Sunday 
School Class to the Kalona Park for an end of the 
year Pizza Party.  Those present were Lilly Miller, 
Rowan Miller, Liam Schrock, and Justin Leichty.  
Unfortunately three other students were unable to at-
tend and missed out on all the fun! 

 

Lynn & Keith Hostetler, their father Edwin and four 
of their siblings flew to Orlando, Florida to pull off a 
surprise party for their sister, Joy, who was celebrat-
ing her 60th Birthday.  Ed, Sheryl, Keith & Lynn trav-
eled from Iowa.  Merle, Jeryl & Ryan came from In-
diana & Ohio.  They had a wonderful time together.  
What a nice surprise for Joy. 
 
Mary Fern Chupp had an exciting time in Oklahoma 
when she went to visit her cousins.  It was Saturday 
morning on Labor Day Weekend and all at once there 
was a whole lot of shaking going on!  Turns out that 
Oklahoma was having its largest earthquake on rec-
ord.  We are glad you made it back home to Kalona 
safe and sound. 
 
So have you ever wondered, why we don’t have Sun-
day School on Labor Day Weekend?  That all started 
back about 25 years ago.  KMC had a Slow-Pitch 
Softball Team that would travel out to Fort Wayne, 
Indiana every Labor Day weekend.  The team was 
chocked full with Schrock’s, Gingerich’s, Hostetler’s, 
Yoder’s and Miller’s to name a few and whole fami-
lies would go along.  It took with it so many SS 
teachers that it was decided to just skip SS that Sun-
day.  Now you know the rest of the story. 
 
Well that’s it for this time.  The trees are changing 
colors, the gardens are winding down, and the Chica-
go Cub fans are all cautiously optimistic.  So it must 
be October, have a good one!   
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KMC Men Serve With Mennonite Disaster Service 



 

Kalona Mennonite Church  

902 6th St. 

P.O. Box 819 

Kalona, IA  52247 

319-656-2736 

Editor: Shirley Hochstedler 

Design & Layout: Janice Hostetler 

Articles for the Mustard Seed may be 

submitted to Shirley Hochstedler or 

placed in Shirley’s church mailbox.  

Splendor of Autumn 
Eunice Madrene Miller Yoder 

 
I cannot endure to waste anything so precious  

as the autumn sunshine by staying in the house 
I have spent almost all daylight hours in the open air 

dazzling surroundings 
the crunch of dry leaves 

bright colors almost glow in late afternoon  
light as if the garden is on fire! 

smoke from the fire  
entrances me with a wonder 

 that seems to entirely captivate 
 

Foliage isn’t the only thing that lights up the fall gardens 
driving down streets grabs your attention 

admiring the front yard displays, curbs, or entryways, 
mums, asters in nursery pots 

containers spill over in arrays of color schemes  
The big and small pumpkins-  

orange, white, or could be striped, all piled up  
gourds scattered about 

enhance the autumn mood 
 

God bless us with this Harvest Season 
 


